
May 1-5 – 
PSSA Testing (Science, 
Grades 4, 8)  

May 1 – 
School Board Meeting, Regular 
Session, IHS Aud., 7 p.m.    

May 2 – 
National Teacher Appreciation 

 Day
May 10 – 

National School Nurse Day
May 12 – 

Act 80 Day - No School for 
 Students
May 15-26 – 

Keystone Testing
May 26 – 

Last Day of School for Seniors, 
Graduation Day, NexTier  
Stadium, 6 p.m. 

May 29 – 
District Holiday, No School

May 31 – 
Last Day for Students (PM K will 
end May 30); Concert in the  
Park, Zelienople Community  
Park, 5 p.m. For more, see  
page 17. 

May Dates 
to Remember

A National Award-Winning Publication

RAIDERRAIDERPridePride
April 2017

*More dates including concerts, art 
shows and field days can be found on 
our homepage at www.svsd.net

Save the date!

The 2016-17 third nine weeks 
Honor Rolls for grades 7-12  
can be viewed at  
www.svsd.net/HonorRoll.

Seneca Valley’s Kennywood 
Picnic Day is June 23.  
To order tickets, click here.

In this special Raider Pride issue, several alumni are featured throughout the  
publication. Seneca Valley is proud of the many graduates who have excelled in 
their careers and in life. As we begin to prepare for another class to graduate, 
we wanted to reflect on some of the alumni who have made us #SVProud.

Alumni ISSUE
Seneca Valley 1983 graduate Ramie Liddle 
is a co-author of “Driving Miss Norma: One 
Family’s Journey of Saying “Yes” to Living” 
which will be released May 2. See more  
on page 3. 

Seneca Valley 2003 graduate Kelvin Mack 
works at America II Electronics and is also a 
blogger who shared his story about a serious 
auto accident he was in on his way to school.  
To read more, see page 11. 

Seneca Valley 2013 graduate Brennan Bench will 
be starting a position with Mondelez  
International (the makers of Oreo’s, Chips Ahoy!, 
Triscuits and more!) as a Process Engineer.  
To read more, see page 19. 

Seneca Valley 2013 graduate Steve Kowalski will 
be starting his career at Aon Hewitt in Chicago  
this July. To read about how SV shaped his life  
and career, see page 20.

Alumni

http://www.svsd.net
http://www.svsd.net/HonorRoll
https://www.kennywood.com/seneca
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On April 30, Discovery Christian Church in Cranberry Township will host 
the 5th annual “A Night to Remember.” This fun event, sponsored by local 
businesses, invites guests with special needs to a night of pampering and 
celebrity treatment followed by dinner and dancing.
 
However, the fun started weeks before the event when Seneca Valley  
students shopped for dresses  from Discovery Church’s collection.
 
Hundreds of formal dresses of all colors and styles were collected at SV, as 
well as in the community, for girls to pick out the dress of their dreams.
 
Be sure to look for photos from “A Night to Remember” and Seneca Valley’s 
2017 Prom in next month’s Raider Pride issue.

Say yes to a prom dress

Seneca Valley is celebrating “The Roaring 2017s”  
at the 2017 Prom on April 29.
 
Grand March will begin at 5 p.m., in the senior high 
school auditorium. Doors will open for guests at 4:30 
p.m. The prom will be held at Stage AE in Pittsburgh 
from 6 -11 p.m.
 
Earlier this month, seniors chose 20 classmates 
to represent their prom court. The ladies of the 
2017 Prom Court are Jessica Altsman, Ana Batista, 
Isabelle Biase, Hollen Davinsizer, Isabelle Gallagher, 
Julia Gaydos, Sydney Huber, Sydni Kumanchik, Mia 
Moretti and Hannah Testa. The gentlemen of the 
court include Neil Ahuja, Travis Ball, Kyle Cindrich, 
Joe Demeis, Ian Fox, Matt Gagnon, Brock Gresock, 
Jackson Nickel, Marshall Price and Aaron Wolf.
 
Seneca Valley’s prom king and queen will be  
announced during the prom at Stage AE.

Seneca Valley’s ‘Roaring 2017s’ Prom

Seneca Valley’s 2017 Prom Court: Back row (L-R): Jackson Nickel, Ian Fox, Matt Gagnon, Marshall Price, Brock Gresock, Joe 
Demeis, Kyle Cindrich, Neil Ahuja and Travis Ball. Front row (L-R): Ana Batista, Hannah Testa, Isabelle Biase, Isabelle Gallagher, 
Julia Gaydos, Sydney Huber, Mia Moretti, Hollen Davinsizer, and Sydni Kumanchik. Missing from photo: Aaron Wolf and Jessica 
Altsman.

Every hour -on the hour- students performed high-energy dance routines to keep everyone on their feet and moving around. What for?

For Seneca Valley’s third annual Raiderthon event that was held April 1 - April 2! Approximately 100 volunteer student dancers committed to 
dance/stand for 12 hours without leaning or sitting in hopes of raising money and donating to the Miracle League of Southwestern PA. 

This year’s event was kicked off by Ella Tomaszewski, #1 on the Stormchasers team from the Cranberry Miracle League. Throughout the  
evening, a student band provided entertainment and guest speakers were on hand to motivate in the early morning hours. Once again, the 
senior high student council, under the leadership of Jessica Herring, outdid themselves and raised nearly $22,000 for the Miracle League. 

#Raiderthon
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Q: Where do you work, what do you do, and do you enjoy your profession?
A: Until a few years ago, I was a high school counselor in Prescott, Arizona. I loved supporting students 
as they explored what was important to them in the early part of their lives. I retired to travel full-time with 
my husband in an RV. My work now is a variation on that theme as I recently spent over a year helping my 
91-year-old mother-in-law explore what was important to her at the end of her life.  

What makes this recent experience notable is that my MIL was diagnosed with endometrial cancer two 
days after her husband of 67 years died. Instead of cancer treatment or a move into a nursing facility, she 
lived and traveled over 13,000 miles with us and our dog Ringo, taking in life at every turn. She died  
September 30, 2016. 

As a result of that experience, I am now a published author and manage a viral Facebook page about the 
journey with my inspiring mother-in-law, “Miss Norma.” I love to interact with the people who have found 
meaning in our adventure, and my greatest hope is that her story will inspire families to talk about how they would like their end-of-lives to play out. There 
are certainly no guarantees and every person has different priorities, circumstances, hopes and dreams. Sometimes starting the conversation is the  
hardest part. Just as I like hearing from my former students, I enjoy hearing about how our Facebook followers have acted on those dreams, stepped out of 
their comfort zones and have said “Yes!” to living fully. 

Q: What is a typical “day in the life” like at work?
A: I’m sure this comes as no surprise, there is no such thing as a typical day for me! 

Some days we are driving; I serve as navigator and logistics coordinator, finding the most appropriate and interesting route, figuring out where we will 
sleep for the night and so on. When Norma was traveling with us my typical day also included elder care, photography, and activities coordination, with 
the hopes of enriching her days any way possible. As a new “author,” I spent a lot of time with my husband, Tim, writing our manuscript. More recently we 
edited our book while living in an off-grid beach community in Baja California, Mexico. We were thrilled and relieved when it was sent to the printer, and 
are anxious for it to be seen by eyes other than our own.

I spend a portion of most days communicating through Facebook to our nearly 520,000 followers. Many days we receive thousands of heartfelt private  
messages from around the world, and Tim and I do our best to reply to as many as possible. Through this work we are reminded of the tremendous hope 
and goodness there is worldwide. 

The book, “Driving Miss Norma: One Family’s Journey Saying “YES” to Living” will be available on May 2, and I am now promoting it through ongoing  
communication with media outlets with the help of our marketing team at HarperOne. Soon we are embarking on a U.S. tour to connect with the people 
who found inspiration in my mother-in-law’s story. I cannot wait to visit Zelienople this summer!

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: My husband, Tim, and I have a lovable 9-year-old Standard Poodle named Ringo who has been traveling with us since he was a little guy. He now gets 
recognized when we are in public -- it’s crazy! My brother, Jeff Liddle (SVHS ‘81), and sister, Sandy Liddle Neville (SVHS ‘84), have raised wonderful families 
in Colorado and Maryland, respectively. And my amazing mom, Jan, lives with her husband, Rich Metcalfe, in the same house we all grew up in in Jackson 
Township. She remains active in the community and is always up for a lively game of bridge.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: In 1978, I was in the seventh grade at Seneca Valley Junior High when my father suddenly died at the age of 39. I was completely devastated. That year 
also happened to be the first time SVJH (now SVMS) had a girls basketball team, and I do not know how I would have made my way in the world without 
being part of the athletic community. When my classroom work suddenly was not a priority, I knew I needed to keep my grades up so I could play basket-
ball. It was therapy. At that time, my education became a byproduct of my desire to play the game. This experience clearly shaped my drive to become a 
school counselor. I recognized that most students certainly have a lot going on in their lives, and they need to have people within their school community 
who support them. It is important to give them an opportunity to find the confidence to carry on, however it makes sense to them.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: It has been 34 years since I was a student at SVHS, and almost everything has changed. However, I have been back a few times in a variety of  
capacities, doing inservice with the counseling department and participating in special projects with the gifted program there. Having worked in several 
school districts around the country as a counselor and consultant, I am beyond impressed with the opportunities availed to students at Seneca Valley. The 
effort that is put toward students who might be falling through the cracks and those with learning differences is notable and so important.  

I have also noticed that district-wide, Seneca Valley takes pride in its work and facilities, it appreciates diversity, and it has many extra-curricular  
opportunities. This results in young people not only growing as students, but also as compassionate, caring people who will hopefully make a positive mark 
within their circle of influence. From my new perspective, I am now paying more attention to opportunities available to senior citizens and the elderly.  

Seneca Valley 1983 graduate Ramie Liddle is a co-author of “Driving Miss Norma: One Family’s Journey of Saying “Yes” to Living” (see more on 
page 3) which will be released May 2. With the release of this book, Ms. Liddle is starting a multi-state RV book tour, that begins in Prescott, AZ, 
and will make its way to Zelienople around the beginning of July. We asked her to catch us up on what she is doing today and how Seneca Valley 
influenced her life and career.

continued on page 4

Alumni ISSUEAlumni

https://www.facebook.com/DrivingMissNorma/
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Alumni Issue 
continued

In Driving Miss Norma: One Family’s Journey Saying “Yes” to Living (HarperOne; Hardcover; May 2, 2017), Norma’s son Tim 
Bauerschmidt and daughter-in-law Ramie Liddle document their remarkable year-long, cross-country trip in a motor home. 
Along with their 73-pound Standard Poodle, Ringo, they share some of the adventures, love, and life lessons they learned 
from their time on the road together. After Miss Norma was told that she had uterine cancer, she was advised to undergo 
surgery, radiation, and chemotherapy. But instead of confining herself to a hospital bed for what could be her last stay, 
Norma rose to her full height of five feet and told the doctor, “I’m ninety years old. I’m hitting the road.” 

As this once timid woman says “yes” to living in the face of death, she tries regional foods for the first time, mounts up for a 
horseback ride, and even reaches for the clouds in a hot air balloon. With each passing mile (and one educational visit to a 
cannabis dispensary), Miss Norma’s health improves and conversations that had once been taboo begin to unfold. Norma, 
Tim, and Ramie bond in ways they never had before, and their definitions of home, family, and friendship expand. Stop by 
stop, state by state, they meet countless people from all walks of life—strangers who become fast friends and who wel-
come them with kindness and open hearts. To see more, watch this clip from CBS News.

Be sure to join the more than 500,000 followers on her Facebook page! 

I know my mother and her friends love it when they are invited to participate in a special show or concert 
at the local schools. Everybody wins in these intergenerational scenarios, and I am thrilled that it remains a 
priority for the district’s fine arts departments. 

Finally, how many schools back in the day (or even now) had a TV station and a planetarium? There has been 
some out-of-the-box thinking going on in this district for a long time.
 
Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?   
A: It indeed takes a village to raise a child, and there are many important adults in that SV village for me: Tom 
and Gloria Heckendorn (who hopefully know that their sustained support was life changing to me), Jane Leo, 
Fred Gardner, Terri Flynn, Peggy Fawcett, Mrs. Dambaugh, Mr. Florie, Mr. Cary, Mr. Edwards, and Mrs. Swanson.
 
When I first read this question, my mind immediately went to two non-academic people first. Mrs. Jean Davis 
was a custodian who, every day as I made my way from 9th period to the locker room, was there to greet me, 
mop in hand. She always asked how my day was going and told me to have a good practice. And there is Mr. 
Wils Cooley, an 80 years-old at the time serving as the basketball team’s paramedic and sometimes athletic 
trainer during game days. His fitness level and dedication to the students of Seneca Valley and the surrounding 
community was inspiring. I always played better when Mr. Cooley’s positive energy was on the bench.
 
Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?
A: Again, basketball was my thing. I remember setting a goal to make the varsity team my sophomore year. I 
had notes taped on my bedroom mirror about playing in the annual holiday girls basketball tournament, which 
was held at SVHS and was a pretty big deal. That fall, I remember focusing on that goal every morning as I got 
ready for school. The season was already underway and about a week before the tournament when our head 
coach, Jane Leo, announced the lineup -- my name was not called. I was bummed. I processed my  
disappointment by working even harder at practice, secretly hoping to show the coaches that they had made 
a big mistake. It did not seem to be working because (long time SVHS faculty member) Patti Griest, who was 
two years ahead of me in school, was the superstar of our varsity team. She and I played the same position 
and I knew it would be tough to get anywhere near the court with Patti in the game. 

We had Christmas day off from practice and the tournament started the next day. On Christmas eve Coach Leo called me into her office after practice and 
handed me two big boxes of printed tournament programs (if I remember correctly there were 250 of them). She asked, “Can you fit these in your mom’s car?” 
Confused, I waited for an explanation. She said, “If you take these home, white-out [another player’s] name and add your name to the roster in every program, 
you can play in the tournament. Congratulations, you have earned a spot on the varsity roster.” 

I felt so bad for the other player AND could not wait to go home and get started. After sharing holiday traditions with my family, I plugged away at my project, 
writing as neatly as I could over the bumpy white paint I had smeared across the black ink.  By tournament day, the programs were all altered. And with the 
flair of ‘Mean’ Joe Greene in the famous Coke commercial, Coach Leo tossed me my first blue and black varsity uniform. 

That goal-setting lesson inspired me to work harder academically, too. Eventually this hard work paid off, as it led to a basketball scholarship and eventually 
an academic one, too. I played on Slippery Rock University’s only woman’s basketball championship team, and in 1986 played in the NCAA tournament in New 
York City. A little confidence from an adult in a young person’s life can go a long way.
 
If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: Can I have two? The social/emotional development of your students matter. It mattered to me and to the young people I have worked with over the years. 
There are many ways to reach them, and I know you will continue to find a way. Also, please say “YES!” to fully living your own life. Mr. Cooley, who  
eventually rocked out 100 years of strength, kindness and inspiration, and Miss Norma who found herself saying “Yes” more than ever at age 91 serve as role 
models, too. They show us that the better we live our lives, the better we are able to encourage and inspire others to live their best life.
 
Q: Is there anything else you’d like to share about your time at Seneca Valley or your time since Seneca Valley? 
A: Oh, that marching band -- I am sure that they are still AMAZING!

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/driving-miss-norma-90-year-old-chooses-adventure-over-cancer-treatment/
http://www.facebook.com/DrivingMissNorma
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Rowan Elementary second grader, Sophia Cuchapin, recently placed  
third in the National Energy Technology Laboratory (NETL) Earth Day 
poster contest.

Each year, NETL holds an Earth Day poster contest for elementary  
school children through fifth grade. By emphasizing the importance of 
conserving energy, recycling, and improving air quality, the contest  
supports Departmental efforts to promote energy literacy and inform the 
next generation of energy leaders.

To learn more visit: https://www.netl.doe.gov/about/education/earth-day.

Rowan Elementary student places third in Earth Day Poster contest

SV celebratesSV celebrates

Haine Middle School (HMS) students, 
a.k.a. “Rainkeepers” in gifted education 
classes, held their annual Rain Barrel 
Education classes at the Cranberry  
Township Municipal Center April 10- 11. 

The students presented to township 
residents the importance of collecting 
rain water to reduce the demand on the 
township sewage system and to use the 
collected water for watering flowers and 
gardens. 

This marks the tenth year that HMS students have been providing educational opportunities outside the  
classroom in conjunction with Mr. Lorin Meeder, Cranberry Township’s Environmental Programs Coordinator.
Gifted support teachers Allison Stebbins and John Schmidt led students in this successful venture.

HMS ‘Rainkeepers’ educate local residents

Junior Girl Scout Troop 26674 (fourth grade students from SV) participated in an Earth Day service at CVE  on April 21. During their time there, 
the Girl Scouts weeded, edged and planted flowers. “They did a beautiful job,” exclaimed CVE Principal DeeAnn Graham. “SVSD is lucky to 
have such caring students.” Their troop leaders are Michelle Blucher and Jennifer Booth.

Small hands change the world

https://www.netl.doe.gov/about/education/earth-day


Seneca Valley’s updated app is more  
personalized, more customized and  
has greater mobile content!

SV Calendar
Stay informed with access 
to one or more calendars 
all in one place. Add 
personal calendar notes.

SV Portal
Once you log in, you’ll stay  
logged into your account.  
Now you’re just a tap away  
from viewing grades,  
homework, school  
information and more.

SV Customization
Click on the settings  
wheel to customize the 
app on your device.

www.svsd.net

Download
the new &
improved

AT&T

SVmobile app

https://itunes.apple.com/us/genre/ios/id36?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store?utm_source=na_Med&utm_medium=hasem&utm_content=Jan3017&utm_campaign=Evergreen&pcampaignid=MKT-DR-na-us-1000189-Med-hasem-py-Evergreen-Jan3017-Text_Search_BKWS%7cPHR%7cONSEM_kwid_43700019962480726&gclid=CImAi6e6tNMCFQLt6QodBdMFgA&gclsrc=ds&dclid=CJ6mkqe6tNMCFcsENwod7ZUFTg
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Eight Seneca Valley high school 
students presented their original 
scientific research projects at the 
Pittsburgh Regional Science and 
Engineering Fair at Heinz Field on 
March 31.  

Sophomore Emma Choban 
received a special award from 
Alcosan, for her project using 
bioluminescent dinoflagellates 
as pollution indicators, and 
sophomore Jacob Kozora won a 
scholarship to Gannon University 
for his project testing the speed of 
dissolving medicine capsules.  
Projects ranged from using slime 
molds to create efficiency  
channels, Uber economic  
modeling, and factors that affect 
sky glow, to pharmaceuticals in 
freshwater ecosystems, distracted 
reaction time testing, safety of 
computer networks, and  
antioxidants vs. free radicals.  

Student scientists included Jacob 
Kozora, Anna Feng, Emma Choban, 
Rishin Sharma, Sneha Padamati, 
Jared Jordan, Brooke Raschke, Liz 
Guenther and Ben Hess.

Hot topics

Mariah Harvin, a sophomore at Seneca Valley Intermediate High School (IHS) 
will serve as a Delegate of the Congress of Future Science and Technology 
Leaders in Lowell, Massachusetts on June 29 - July 1.

The Congress is an honors-only program for high school students who are 
passionate about science, technology, engineering or mathematics (STEM). 
The purpose of this event is to honor, inspire, motivate and direct the top 
students in the country who aspire to be scientists and technologists, to stay 
true to their dream and, after the event, to provide a path, plan and resources 
to help them reach their goal.

Miss Harvin was nominated by Dr. John C. Mather, winner of the Nobel Prize in 
Physics and Science Director of the National Academy of Future Scientists and Technologists, to  
represent South Carolina based on her academic achievement, leadership potential and passion for 
science and technology.

During the three-day Congress, Miss Harvin will join students from across the country and hear Nobel 
Laureates and National Medal of Science recipients talk about leading scientific research; be given 
advice from deans of the world’s top tech universities; be inspired by fellow teen science prodigies; and 
learn about cutting-edge advances and the future of science and technology.

“This is a crucial time in America when we need more nimble-minded and creative scientists and  
technologists who are even better prepared for a future that is changing exponentially,” said Richard 
Rossi, Executive Director, National Academy of Future Scientists and Technologists. “Focused, bright 
and determined students are our future and they deserve all the mentoring and guidance we can give 
them.” 

The Academy offers free services and programs to students who have the desire to learn more about 
their future in science or technology. Some of the services and programs the Academy offers include 
online social networks through which future scientists and technologists can communicate;  
opportunities for students to be guided and mentored by tech and science leaders; and communications 
for parents and students on college acceptance and finances, skills acquisition, internships, career 
guidance and much more.

SV sophomore nominated for the Congress of Future Science  
and Technology Leaders

Three teams (one senior high school (SHS) team, two  
intermediate high school (IHS) teams) took part in the 
Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Math and Science (TEAMS) 
competition on March 3.

Of the three teams, IHS Team A, qualified for nationals  
and ranked second in their division in the state of  
Pennsylvania.
 
The first portion of the competition consisted of 80 
multiple-choice applied engineering problems on the topic 
of “Engineering the Environment.” The second portion  
of the competition was a “build.” Teams were given a 
design task, a set of equipment, and then had to build  
and test their design to earn points.  All competition  
materials were sent to national headquarters for scoring.  

IHS Team A Team members are Michael Beggy, Anna 
Feng, Nishant Jayachandran, Bailey Salameh, Sean Scott, 
Jake Stebbins and Drew Vlasnik.

SV places in state, national TEAMS competition



Local author Tim Wesley delivered a clear message to students when he spoke to several of 
Sydney Bookbinder’s American Literature classes at Seneca Valley High School the week of 
April 3:  “Follow your passions, and never stop chasing your dreams.”
 
“Find something you love to do, work hard at it, and the rest will take care of itself,” he said.

Wesley, a Cranberry Township resident, took his own advice in writing “My Boxes: A  
Nostalgic Collection of Stories and Stuff.” As early as fourth grade, he thought of writing a 
book and he fulfilled that lifelong dream by publishing “My Boxes” late last year. To write the 
book, Wesley, 55, dug into the boxes in his basement and found mementoes that reminded 
him of stories from his childhood and earlier adulthood.  

“Everybody has boxes and everybody has stories,” he said. “So my goal in writing about my 
grandfather, my mom and dad, Elvis Presley, or the events of 9-11, was to tell my stories in 
ways that would make readers reflect on their own stories and the stuff in their own boxes.”

Wesley told the students about a baseball glove that his grandfather used when they played catch many years ago. In the book, he tells the 
story of his relationship with his grandfather, and the story of the glove itself, which was made by Nokona, one of the few U.S. glove  
manufacturers still operating today.

Wesley, a corporate communications executive at Wilmerding-based Wabtec Corp., said the book took parts of six years to write and “was a 
marathon, not a sprint.”

As part of his visit to Seneca Valley, he asked students to participate in a “your boxes” activity, which gave them a chance to bring in  
mementoes from their own boxes; the students shared stories about items such as trophies, baseballs, baby blankets and musical instruments.  
Students who presented their stories to the entire class received signed copies of Wesley’s book.

Wesley also shared some writing tips with the students and encouraged them to work at improving their writing skills to “gain an edge on your 
competition.”

“Studies show that employers value writing and look to hire and promote people with solid writing skills,” he said.

After visiting with the students for two days, Wesley came away enthusiastic about the roles they can play in the future.

“Sometimes people in my generation look at today’s young people and worry about the future,” he said. “But having spent some time with you 
this week, I feel good about the future. You’re hard-working students, you play sports, you have jobs and participate in volunteer activities, 
you’re learning what it takes to be a young adult and making plans for your next steps.  You have a lot on your plates, and you handle it well,  
so we’ll be just fine with your generation running the show someday.”

“My Boxes:  A Nostalgic Collection of Stories and Stuff” is available on Amazon.com.
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Seneca Valley seniors Jordan Bender and Urvi Gupta and juniors Alex Garcia and  
Brandon Garzez, placed second in the Westminster High School Programming Contest  
on March 13.

The competition, developed for high school students to demonstrate their programming 
 abilities in a competitive environment, is modeled after the International Collegiate 
Programming Contest where students are given only a few short hours to complete six 
programs.

“This year the Seneca Valley teams did an amazing job at the competition,” said Senior 
High School Computer Programming Teacher Diane Krauland. “I believe they were so 
successful by being able to communicate as a team. By placing that high in the  
competition, you can tell they truly understand the material that is being taught in class. 
They are able to use their problem solving skills to break down a problem into simple  
tasks to come up with the code for very challenging prompts. I am very proud of how  
well all of our teams did at this competition this year!” 

There were 18 regional high school teams competing this year. 

“After participating in the competition for two years, it was apparent how much I have learned from taking the CHS Introduction to Programming and 
AP Computer Science A,” said Mr. Bender. “It allowed me to reflect on my knowledge of programming and allowed me to see how far I have come in 
the last year.”

Input, output

Boxes of stories By Sydney Bookbinder, SV SHS English Teacher

Pictured (L-R): John Bonomo, professor at Westminster College, Seneca Valley 
computer programming second place team; Urvi Gupta, Alex Garcia, Jordan 
Bender, Brandon Garzez, and Diane Krauland, computer programming teacher 
at Seneca Valley Senior High School.

https://www.amazon.com/My-Boxes-Nostalgic-Collection-Stories/dp/1539826902/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1491670507&sr=8-1&keywords=my+boxes


Seneca Valley Senior High School (SHS) hosted its annual College Speaker Series and College & Career School Fair on April 12. Over 85 school 
representatives/institutions were in attendance from state universities, private colleges, community colleges, technical, beauty, nursing, art, 
business schools, military recruiters and test prep centers. All juniors, sophomores and seniors had the opportunity to attend. Many thanks to 
our SHS Guidance Staff for organizing this important event!

Next STEPS

9
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Q: Where do you work, what do you do, and do you enjoy your profession?
A: I do many things! From a 9-5 career, a blogger, a freelancer and a consultant. I work at America II Electronics in 
Business Development and Sales. I wear many hats, though my main roles are to develop our franchise portfolio 
and increase sales with our customers. I enjoy it because all days are different and I get to work hard for my clien-
tele, helping them achieve success. 

Q: What is a typical “day in the life” like at work?
A: All days are different but typically I meet with or teleconference with some of our manufacturers followed by a 
meeting with my sales office. I then reach out to existing and potential clientele to develop business relationships 
and work with them on opportunities they need help with. I also work with our vendors throughout the day to help 
fulfill our clientele’s opportunities. 

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: I have been married for a few years now to a girl I met back in high school; she went to Mars. We have our 
daughter, Peyton, who is 17 months old. We are expecting our son this May. We have been living in Florida for five 
years, though the majority of both of our families live back in the Butler County area. 

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: Seneca Valley helped me personally by creating a great environment to meet so many different people and  
develop such great friendships. This also helps professionally. Relationships are very important professionally. 
Thanks to my time at SV with my friends, I have the personal skills to interact with people; whether it is with  
colleagues, management, clients, friends, or complete strangers. Being able to connect with others is a very  
important skill to have and develop. 

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: Seneca Valley is a great place to learn because the faculty truly nurtures the development of the students, helping 
them on their path to realizing their potential.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member?
A: All of them were so great! A teacher that really had an impact on me was Miss Amber Peters (at the time), you 
may know her as Mrs. Hugus. She played an active role in educating her students and helped nurture the person 
that they are. She truly cares. 

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?
A: I have many great memories from Seneca. An event that comes to mind is getting with a few friends to start a 
lacrosse team. I was in tenth grade and, at the time, we did not have any lacrosse teams. We had to meet with 
faculty and then reach a certain amount of signatures on a petition. We had the support of the school board and had 
to meet with them after we had the petitions signed. After that, we had a club lacrosse team for the middle,  
intermediate and senior high schools. This reflected and helped develop my drive. When I truly want something, I 
will work very hard to make it a reality.
 
Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: Nurture creativity and critical thinking skills. Life is rarely about memorizing data. 

Q: Is there anything else you’d like to share about your time at Seneca Valley or your time since Seneca Valley?
A: My time at Seneca are some of the fondest memories I have, from spending time with my friends in the Student section on Friday nights and the chorus 
trips, to my friendships with the faculty and gaining a wealth of knowledge. Seneca Valley is a great school.

On March 21, 2002, Kelvin was involved in a serious auto accident on his way to school. On his blog he reflects on this day in his life and how gratitude can 
change it all. To read the blog post, click here.

Seneca Valley 2003 graduate Kelvin Mack works at America II Electronics and is also a blogger, freelancer 
and a consultant. We asked him to catch us up on what he is doing and how Seneca Valley influenced his 
life and career.  
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Senior Katie Whittle coordinated and participated in a sand volleyball tournament fund-
raiser at Cranberry Township Park as part of her graduation project. The event raised over 
$600 and Miss Whittle donated it to the Seneca Valley Foundation, earmarked for the new 
special education coffee shop. 

As a player on the girls varsity volleyball team, Miss Whittle, along with her teammates 
and other local volleyball enthusiasts, partnered with Potter Baseball Tour team for the 
third consecutive year, to make up 15 teams. 

“I wanted to donate to a foundation that I feel involved in,” said Miss Whittle. “I go to 
school with the students that are a part of the special education program and for me to 
actually see all of the money raised through my tournament benefit them and the coffee 
shop is everything I wanted to come out of completing this project.” 

Miss Whittle presented a check to Mr. Jerry Miller, Seneca Valley Special Education  
Director, on April 4.

Volleyball fundraiser scores for special education

Over 75 Seneca Valley students, teachers and families represented the district at the Best Buddies Friendship Walk held at North Park on April 22.

It was a fun-filled morning as participants walked for inclusion, friendship and for the Best Buddies program. This year, Seneca Valley created a 
team and raised over $2,100 to support Best Buddies!

Best Buddies is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing opportunities for one-to-one friendships for people with and without intellectual 
disabilities.

In addition to the life-changing friendships they support, the organization offers leadership training and opportunities for students with and without 
disabilities. Best Buddies serves over 800,000 individuals each year and has participants in every state in the US and in 52 countries worldwide.

Walking with friends

Seneca Valley special education students in Aaron Shafer’s Art Elements 
classes had a variety of vivid artwork on display at the Midwestern  
Intermediate Unit IV’s (MIU IV) 2017 Very Special Arts Exhibit at the Pew 
Fine Arts Center at Grove City College.
 
The exhibit was on display from March 20-April 22 and included pieces 
from Kevin Anderson*, Dyllan Craddock*, Margaret Elliott*, Danni Glatz, 
Noah Justus*, Eric Kavanagh, Sean Kelly, Jonathan Majcan*, Jonathan 
McIntrye*, Sean McCambridge*, Willam Price* and Ashley Spielman*.
 
Since 1989, MIU IV’s Very Special Arts has celebrated the abilities of 
special needs students (K-12) through an art exhibit held at Grove City 
College. From the 30 participants 20 years ago to the 800 participants last 
year, this regional exhibit brings together students, teachers, families 
and the general public at an opening reception where the young artists 
receive certificates and programs listing all participants.
 
VSA Arts (formerly Very Special Arts) is an international nonprofit  
organization affiliated with the education programs of the John F.  
Kennedy Center for Performing Arts in Washington D.C. It is designed to 
give special needs children and adults the opportunity to develop and 
showcase their creative abilities. Very Special Arts is founded on the belief that the arts are a universal language that challenges people to look 
beyond themselves and celebrate their diversity.

*Indicates either a Judge’s Choice or an Honorable Mention Award.

Art success



Seneca Valley students Anna Sullivan and Jack Reynolds (pictured 
respectively at right) have been identified by a panel of creative 
professionals as being in the top one percent of high school artists 
nationwide. 

The two talented artists earned national medals out of the 330,000 
works of art and writing that were submitted to the 2017 Scholastic 
Art and Writing Awards, presented by the Alliance for Young  
Artists and Writers. 

Mr. Reynolds, a junior, won a gold medal for his photograph 
“Ennui,” and Miss Sullivan, a senior, won a silver medal for her 
ceramic sculpture “The Road Traveled.”

By receiving a Scholastic Art and Writing Award National Medal, these students join a legacy of  
celebrated authors and artists including Andy Warhol, Sylvia Plath, Truman Capote, Richard Avedon, 
Robert Redford and Lena Dunham.

Mr. Reynolds and Miss Sullivan are invited to a ceremony at the world-famous Carnegie Hall in New York City on June 8. Art and writing from 
gold medalists will also be featured in the National Exhibition at Parsons School of Design at The New School and Pratt Institute’s Pratt  
Manhattan Gallery. The exhibition will be on display June 2-12. 

The Scholastic Art and Writing Awards has grown to be the nation’s longest-running, most prestigious recognition initiation for creative teens, 
and the largest source of scholarships for young artists and writers.
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Thirteen Seneca Valley students recently placed in all six categories, including Best in 
Show, at the Associated Artists of Butler County (AABC) High School Student Art Show. 

Senior Zofia Chrzankowska won Best in Show for her piece “Sunflower.”  She was also 
awarded second place for her piece “Albino Moose” in the drawing category and for her 
piece “Moonlight” in the watercolor category. 

In the drawing category senior Lucy Geronime placed first for her piece titled “Thanks 
Obama” and in the photography and digital art category, she placed fifth for her piece 
“Miss Manette, then.” 

Sydney Long, senior, placed third for her piece “Magda on the Water” in the drawing 
category and fourth in the watercolor category for her piece named “Untitled.” 

Junior Erin Piotrowski placed second for “White Noise” in the painting category and third 
for “Point of Expanse” in the mixed media and collage category. 

In the photography and digital art category junior Matalyn Calma placed second for her 
piece titled “Abandoned Tea Party,” senior Krist Munoz- Malave placed third for his piece 
“Marlboro,” and freshman Emma Perdue’s “King Harmer” placed fourth. 

Senior Savanna David placed second for her piece “Fungus Amongus” in the mixed 
media and collage category. 

In the watercolor category, junior Lauren George placed third for her piece “Kiefer.” 

Brooke Boltz, senior, placed in third for her piece titled “Fublephorius Mowbrius” in the 
painting category.

In the drawing category, senior Sierra Myers earned fourth place for her piece “Wishful 
Thinking” and junior Lindsey Ocheltree came in fifth for her piece “Scattered.” 

Lastly, senior Maggie Hillebrand placed sixth for her 3-D/sculpture/ceramics piece 
“Dislodged.” 

All students who won first place, second place, or Best in Show won cash prizes.  

The artists’ reception and awards ceremony was held at the Art Center in Butler on 
March 17.

13 Seneca Valley students place in Butler County High School Art Show

Two SV students win National Scholastic Art Awards
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The Seneca Valley Thespians 
performed  the spoof “Noises On!” 
in the intermediate high school 
auditorium April 20-22.

“This group of talented students 
rocked each show,” stated  
Amber Hugus, SV thespian play 
director.  “I’m very proud of their 
hard work.”

Noises On!

The Seneca Valley School District name has always been synonymous with great instrumental music 
programs. Students from Seneca Valley have brought home hundreds, perhaps thousands, of awards 
throughout the years in all of these areas, and this year is no exception.

Hitting all the right notes 

Seneca Valley was well represented at the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) Junior 
High District Band Festival that was held at Mercer High School on March 28. 

Students in grades 7-9 who participated in the festival were selected based on a submitted audition 
recording of required music. 

Representing grade nine were 
Eden Geis, Kate Scanlan and 
Dean Smith  on trombone; Kevin 
Karatassos and Evan Moeller on 
clarinet; Sean Scott on baritone 
saxophone; Jeremy Love on 
trumpet; Hannah Downs on  
tuba and Myles Weaver on 
percussion.

Representing grades 7-8 from 
Seneca Valley Middle School 
were Elizabeth Salgado and 
Alisha Aboosally on flute;  Lizzie 
Sylves on bassoon;  David Choi, 
Renhan Xu, Ally Buchek, Jada 
Chvilicek, Ashleigh Patterson, 
Jaya Subramaniam, Sophia 
Kunkel, Benaifer Sepai, Olivia 
Tilton and Reagan Wilkerson on 
clarinet; Alex Owen and Natalie 
Miller on alto saxophone; Ty 
Laughlin, Ethan Kiggins, Riley Milanovich and Trey Hixon on trumpet; J.T. McCarthy on French Horn;  
Sierra Albert on trombone; Luke Choban and Zach Garcia on tuba and Link Rupert on mallet  
percussion. 

Instrumental teachers in the secondary campus, grades 7-12, include Robert Matchett, Varden  
Armstrong, Robert Babick and Sara Snyder.

SV freshmen, middle school instrumentalists selected for festival

Seneca Valley was represented by 11  
outstanding instrumentalists at the  
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 
(PMEA) All-State Festival in Erie,  
Pennsylvania, April 20-22.  

The students were selected based on their  
audition results at the Region Band Festival 
held at Sharon High School March 22-24.
 
Selected to represent Seneca Valley is  
Jordan Bender on percussion;  Maddy 
Sinan, Jared Famaglietti, and Aaron Wolfe 
on trumpet;  Liz Winters and Mitchell Topf 
on clarinet; Sam Kochis on piccolo;  Jessica Uhl on oboe; Brian Vogel on bassoon;  Ben Hess on 
baritone saxophone and Austin Treu on euphonium.

SV Instrumentalists selected for All-State Band

Hitting all the right notes 
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We are already thinking of next year – Physical, drug & concussion test dates
The athletic department has announced its summer physical, drug testing and ImPACT concussion testing dates for 2017-18.

REMINDERS for 2017-18: 
 
• ALL paperwork must be received in the athletic office no later than Thursday, August 3 by 3 p.m.  Coaches will not accept paperwork at the first   
 day of tryouts.

• There are three dates for receiving a physical on campus – see schedule below.

• The PIAA mandates the CIPPE form as the only permissible form for doctor’s signature.

• All required paperwork for athletic participation in 2017-18 will be available on the SV Portal starting June 1.

• All student-athletes must be registered in the SV Portal under “Sports Registration” before competing.  Registration begins June 1.

• Complete information available on the District’s Athletics website under “Participation and TRYOUT information” starting June 1.

• Concussion ImPACT testing only needs to be done every other year.

Physicals, Drug Testing and ImPACT Baseline Concussion Testing Dates – Senior High School
The athletic department has announced its summer physical, drug testing and ImPACT concussion testing dates for 2017-18.

• July 26, 2017 from 3 – 7 p.m. – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered this session

• July 27, 2017 from 8 a.m. - Noon - Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered this session 

• July 27, 2017 from 1- 3 p.m.  - Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered – NO physicals this session

• Aug. 2, 2017 from 3 -7 p.m. – Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered – NO physicals this session 

• Aug. 3, 2017 from 8 a.m. - Noon & 1- 3 p.m. – Physicals, drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered this session
 
• Aug. 3, 2017 from 1- 3 p.m. – Drug testing & ImPACT baseline concussion testing offered – NO physicals this session

TRI-STATE ORTHOPAEDICS – Athletes of the Month, March 2017
Seneca Valley Athletics is pleased to partner with Tri-State Orthopaedics to sponsor a male and female 
Raider Athlete of the Month.  This year marks the first of a three-year partnership with Tri-State Orthopae-
dics and the Athletics Department is pleased to announce the Athletes of the Month for March were senior 
Erin Danik (track & field) and junior Zach Gehm (track & field.)

Erin Danik has been chosen as the Athlete of the Month for March, 2017 based on an outstanding start to 
her senior year in track and field.  The Raider girls track team went 2-0 in March and Ms. Danik won both 
the shot put and the javelin in each of these meets.  A 2016 PIAA qualifier in the javelin, she looks for a return 
appearance at PIAA’s in May.  This dual-sport (basketball/track & field) standout athlete will continue her 
athletic career playing basketball at Fairmont State University next year.  Well done Erin on helping lead your 
team to two consecutive wins to start the season.

Nothing like starting your junior year in track and field in record-breaking fashion but that’s exactly what 
Zach Gehm has done in March, 2017.  Mr. Gehm took first place honors in the discus in each of the team’s first two meets – vs. North Hills and Morgantown 
– and, in doing so, set a new school record for the discus.  A 2016 PIAA qualifier in the discus, he will look to not only qualify for PIAA’s again this year, but 
also reestablish the school record in the discus again this season.

From design to production
Seneca Valley senior Brendan Henne is pictured here presenting a check for $500 to the Cranberry  
Township Athletic Association for their Angels in the Outfield program. Mr. Henne designed, printed and 
sold 724 T-shirts to raise the money for this donation.

https://portal.svsd.net/
https://portal.svsd.net/
http://www.svsd.net/domain/1886


CONCERT parkin theCONCERTCONCERT

may 20173131
HELP SV SCHOOLS CELEBRATE 10 YEARS OF STOMP
Join our school community for a Concert in the Park featuring SV student performance groups and the Skipper Johnson 
Band. This family event will offer a variety of food vendors. Be sure to bring blankets for hillside concert seating. There 
will also be a 50/50 raffle and change jars for donations. All proceeds will go to the UPCI Saulle endowment. This is a 
culminating activity to celebrate 10 years of “STOMP.”

The concert and parking are FREE.

Celebrate  
the end of the  

school year  
with family  

and friends!

Zelienople  
Community Park 

Grounds and  
Amphitheater

5 – 9 p.m.

All Proceeds will  
go to the University  

of Pittsburgh  
Cancer Institute for  

Cancer Research

https://www.facebook.com/events/508047972918203/
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SV hires Haine Middle School Principal
Ms. Cassandra Doggrell named to role 

Seneca Valley Senior High School History Teacher James Lucot was selected to attend the 2017 
Echoes and Reflections Advanced Learning Seminar this summer. He is attending this once-in-a-
lifetime program for 10 days this July at Yad Vashem, The World Holocaust Remembrance Center in 
Jerusalem, Israel.

Teacher selected to attend advanced seminar this summer

At Seneca Valley’s School Board Meeting on Monday, April 3, board members approved the promotion of  
Cassandra Doggrell from assistant principal to principal at Haine Middle School, Cranberry Township.

Ms. Doggrell has been serving as the assistant principal for Evans City and Haine Middle Schools since 2014, and 
fills the principal role now as former Principal Dan DiDesiderio took an administrative position in the Fox Chapel 
Area School District last month.

A Tarentum resident, Ms. Doggrell has been working in the Seneca Valley School District since 2010, first  
working as an elementary autism support teacher at Rowan Elementary School. She also has teaching  
experience in the Highlands School District, where she served in both elementary and secondary positions. 

Ms. Doggrell earned her Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education/Early Childhood Education from Grove City 
College in Grove City, Pa. In addition, she completed her Master’s Degree in Special Education from Waynesburg 
University and her Master’s Degree in Educational Administration and Supervision from Duquesne University.

“I want to make a difference in education,” Ms. Doggrell explained. “I enjoy working with people, problem-solving 
and having a larger impact within the educational community.  As principal, I have the ability to improve the quality of instruction and the school  
experience through building relationships with students, teachers, families, and community members.”

As of March 2017, the Pennsylvania Department of Health has amended its regulations relating to mandated school immunizations. These changes 
are effective on August 1, 2017. Pennsylvania Law and Seneca Valley School District requires that all immunization mandates be completed prior to 
the first day of school, September 5, 2017.
 
Children in ALL grades (K-12) need the following immunizations for attendance:
 • 4 doses of DTaP (diphtheria, tetanus, and acellular pertussis (1 dose on or after 4th birthday)
 • 4 doses of polio (1 dose on or after 4th birthday and at least six months after previous dose given)
 • 2 doses of MMR (measles, mumps, rubella)
 • 3 doses of hepatitis B
 • 2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) or evidence of immunity
 
Grade 7 ADDITIONAL immunization requirements for entry:
 • 1 dose meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV)
 • 1 dose of tetanus, diphtheria, acellular pertussis(Tdap) [if five years have elapsed since last tetanus immunization ]
 
Grade 12 ADDITIONAL immunization requirement for entry:
 • 2nd dose meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV) They must be at 16 years of age or older.   (If the first MCV was given at age 16, then they  
  only need one)
 
Exemptions to the school laws for immunizations are:
 • Medical reasons;
 • Religious beliefs; and
 • Philosophical/strong moral or ethical conviction

If your child is exempt from immunizations, he/she may be removed from school during an outbreak.
 
If you have questions, please contact your child’s current school nurse.

NEW PA STATE-MANDATED IMMUNIZATIONS



Brennan Bench

Q: What are your plans after graduation?
A: After graduating from Penn State in May, I will be starting a position with Mondelez International (the  
makers of Oreo’s, Chips Ahoy!, Triscuit, Nutter Butter, Trident and Stride Gum, Ritz, Cadbury UK, Toblerone, 
and several other popular brands) as a Process Engineer in the Chicago area.  I will be starting out in the  
Triscuit Facility, which produces Triscuits for all of the US and Canada.  Since this is going to start out as a 
very similar role to my internship this summer (before moving into management after about a year), I will be 
doing a lot of continuous improvement and loss elimination projects on the manufacturing lines, and spend 
a lot of time in packaging. Despite being a chemical engineering major, my role will be largely focused in 
industrial engineering.

Q: Why did you choose your major? 
A: One of the biggest reasons why I decided to go into the manufacturing field was the ability 
to see the direct product of your work, especially in grocery stores.  I was also fascinated 
by the high pace of production; for example, a single production line at the Triscuit facility 
may produce 15,000 cases a day, so if the line goes down for an hour or two, it could cost the 
company thousands.

In terms of my major in general, I really found that I enjoyed chemistry in high school, and  
combined with my general abilities in math and science, decided that chemical engineering 
would be a great fit.  While I found that the major was much different than expected (less 
chemistry, more mechanics), it’s still an extremely flexible major and good for nearly any  
industry; I have friends going into everything from oil refining to manufacturing to pharma to 
biochemical!

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: Family-wise, I have a younger sister named Bailyn who graduated from SV in 2015, and she 
is a sophomore in Penn State’s chemical engineering program.  I guess she figured if I could 
survive the program, she could too.  My parents, Bill and Chris Bench, have been extremely 
supportive for both of us, and have been thriving as empty-nesters by spending time with their 
friends!

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and 
professionally?
A: The biggest benefit that Seneca Valley provided me was a solid education in AP classes.  
Academically, I can confidently say that having taken classes such as AP US History, AP 
Chem, AP Stats, and AP Calc gave me a solid foundation for my freshman year of college.  I 
ended up retaking the second half of General Chemistry and Calc 1 my freshman year, but 
already having a solid foundation in those classes allowed me to focus on adapting to college learning styles rather than focusing on the material specifically.  
In addition, there is a surprising absence of applicable statistics courses in college engineering programs (Personally, I had to take physical chemistry which 
somehow counted as our “statistics”), so taking AP Stats my senior year has given me a surprising advantage relative to my classmates.  Professionally, I 
found that the speech classes and English classes have allowed me to succeed outside of math and science, whether it be for job interviews or scholarship 
essays.  Also, the freedom to pick a significant number of our courses throughout high school really allowed for me to start preparing for my college major 
early on.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: I believe that Seneca Valley was a special place because of the amount of opportunities and support provided by the school.  With most sports being  
covered, the opportunity to pursue music interests, and a wide selection of courses, I found that almost all students could fit in somewhere.  The fact that 
I was able to take a class on CAD when I was interested in architecture early on in high school speaks volumes for the amount of opportunity the school 
provided.  In addition, the support that was provided by the teachers really allowed me to thrive and gain a solid understanding of the material I’d be learning 
in college.  It was great coming into college and having my first semester almost be a review of previous classes.
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Recent 2013 SV graduates, Brennan Bench and Steve Kowalski, will be starting their careers soon. 
We asked them to catch us up on what they are doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced their 
life and career.

continued on page 18
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Alumni Issue 
continued

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: While there were many fantastic teachers (Mrs. Katherine Langley, Mr. Jeff Hanlon, Mrs. Kelly Weston, Mr. Tom Magill, and Mr. Dean Walker to name a 
few), Mr. John Fetchko was without a doubt my favorite teacher throughout my time at Seneca Valley.  Much of my interest in chemistry is because of him, 
and I loved how personable of a guy he is.  Some of my funniest moments from high school are based around my interactions with Fetch, and I still keep in 
contact with him six years after taking his class...wow, time flies!

I have a few Fetchko stories that I’d love to share here, but I think my favorite was the time I attempted to bribe him to round up my grade with a one dollar bill.  
I won’t say here whether or not it worked, but he’s also probably pretty close to retirement anyway...he’s really getting up there in age.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: Keep on challenging your students!

To all current students:  I know senioritis can be brutal, but being able to opt out of college courses with AP credits has saved me so much time and money.  
With AP courses, I was able to get ahead in PSU’s chemical engineering program and cut down on the class work in my busiest semesters.  I ended up opting 
out of four college courses, and since I had the ability to spread out my schedule so much, I haven’t had a single 18-credit semester! 

Steve Kowalski

Q: What are your plans after graduation and why did you choose your major?
A: I will be working as a retirement consultant for a company called Aon Hewitt in Chicago starting this July. 
I am majoring in Actuarial Science at Penn State and I chose this major because I have always enjoyed 
mathematics and business and being an actuary is a perfect combination of these two fields.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: I have a brother, Todd, and a sister, Maria, who graduated in 2013 as well. I also have a younger brother, 
Matt, who graduated in 2014.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: Seneca Valley provided me with many opportunities to take courses that interested me, such as AP  
Calculus, AP Economics, and AP Statistics. I think that students at Seneca Valley are especially fortunate to 
have so many courses to choose from and many great extra-curricular activities to get involved with outside 
the classroom.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: Seneca Valley is special for a few reasons. First is that the teachers genuinely care about their students 
and really want to help them succeed. Second is that with such a large school you have the opportunity to become friends with a diverse group of people, 
which can help improve your perspectives on the world.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: My favorite teacher was Mrs. Katherine Langley. She was the one who sparked my interest in actuarial science and she is one of the greatest teachers 
because of how much she cares about her students. 

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley?
A: My favorite memory was being able to go on a trip to Europe through history class with Frau Heather Sibeto, Ms. Catherine Dankosky, and about 20 other 
students. We visited Germany, Austria, Italy, and Switzerland.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: My message to teachers would be that you never know how much you can influence a student. Even one fantastic teacher can have a profound effect on 
a student’s future and I am certainly an example of this.

Seneca Valley is proud of their graduates who have excelled in their careers. Be sure to let us know if you would like to be featured in our Raider 
Pride e-newsletter. To keep us in the loop, send your graduation year, a summary of your professional life, a brief review of how Seneca Valley helped 
pave the way and a photo to: Linda Andreassi, Communications Director.

We want to hear from you

mailto:andreassill%40svsd.net?subject=SV%20Alumni
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Camp Invention® is returning to Seneca Valley!

Add us on

Snapchat

Imaginations get their rocket fuel at Camp Invention!

An exciting, weeklong summer adventure awaits children entering grades K-6 with activities that 
explore connections between science, technology, engineering, and innovation while sharpening their 
21st century learning skills. Camp Invention allows children to experience real-world problem solving, 
creative thinking, invention, and teamwork while rotating through several fascinating modules inspired 
by the Inductees of the National Inventors Hall of Fame. Evans City Middle School is pleased to offer the 
nationally acclaimed program beginning on July 17, 2017 with Sara Kamarchik serving as Director of the 
Launch program!
 
Young innovators will:
 
• Invent their own duct tape creations and pitch them to mock investors

• Explore a distant new exoplanet and design inventions to create the next Earth

• Launch water rockets, build Bubble Blasters, and engineer giant castles

• Create their own personal, ultimate Spy Gadget Alarm Box by taking apart and upcycling everyday   
 machines
 
All activities give participants the opportunity to explore, discover, and achieve while having fun!
 
Local educators will facilitate program modules and enthusiastic high school students will serve as 
Leadership Interns ensuring that one program team member is in place for every eight children.
 
Receive $15 OFF the base price of $225 by registering on or before May 1, 2017 using promo code  
Discover15. Registration, without a discount, is still available after May 1 until the first day of camp. 
Every registration includes a complimentary Camp Invention t-shirt. Availability is limited, so visit  
www.campinvention.org or call 800.968.4332 to secure your child’s spot today!

http://www.svsd.net
http://twitter.com/Seneca_Valley
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
http://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD
http://instagram.com/senecavalleysd
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
https://www.snapchat.com/add/senecavalleysd
mailto:kamarchiksb%40svsd.net?subject=Camp%20Invention
http://www.campinvention.org
https://apm.activecommunities.com/cranberrytownship/home


Are you on 
Snapchat?
La Roche College is too!

Follow LaRocheCollege for 
a daily view of campus, 
student spotlights and 

weekly takeovers.

https://www.snapchat.com/add/larochecollege

